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the CEO

The Anglicare Victoria Youth Garage 
has been running for over 10 years 
and it is a local youth centre for 
workers to engage with young people 
in a comfortable setting. 

The simple two car garage in 
Werribee may look unassuming 
from the outside, but every 
Wednesday the garage transforms 
into a safe space where the local 
youth community can find 
connection and share experiences. 

Once a week during the school 
term, the garage opens itself to 
young people, where they can 
share stories, thoughts, ideas and 
perspectives; a welcome pit stop 
for those who have experienced a 
feeling of disengagement in their 
neighbourhood or wider community. 

Matthew became involved in the 
program in 2012, when he used 
to attend the drop-in program 
after school. He eventually started 
volunteering there almost two  
years ago. 

HOW YOUR SUPPORT IS 
CREATING HOPE
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“Anglicare really helped me out with 
gaining different certificates as part 
of its ‘Life Skills’ program, I got my 
Food Handling Certificate, First Aid 
Certificate, and Barista Certificate. 
I also learnt how to screen print 
T-shirts, and actually made up some 
shirts for the youth garage program,” 
Matthew recalls with pride.  

Matthew says he loves volunteering 
at the garage and is very grateful to 
everyone who supports Anglicare 
Victoria and the program. “It makes 
me happy to see that we are able to 
provide a vital service to the young 
people in the community, either by 
giving them something to eat or 
drink, or providing them with a space 
where they can have fun without 
getting into trouble. I love being able 
to teach skills to other young people.” 

Matthew plans to go into Year 12 
VCAL and continue studying Youth 
Work. He currently volunteers for 
Youth Services at Wyndham City 
Council alongside his volunteer work 
with Anglicare Victoria. 

Youth Garage
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Christmas 
Dinner in 
Ballarat brings 
Festive Joy to 
Many 
Anglicare Victoria held its 3rd 
annual dinner on Christmas 
night at the Anglican 
Diocesan Centre in Ballarat. 

The aim was to provide 
everyone with a free meal, 
served restaurant-style. Live 
entertainment was donated 
by five musicians, along 
with all the food, drinks and 
decorations. 

Around 65 people attended 
the dinner, many of whom 
were homeless. For the 
volunteers the joy was in 
the giving rather than the 
receiving. All those attended 
were seeking to have a happy 
and meaningful Christmas. 

A big thank you to our 
fantastic sponsors; Aldi 
supermarkets, Bakers Delight 
Bakery Hill and Wilson Fruit 
and Vegetables for providing 
a great experience for 
everyone on the day. 



It’s been a busy few months for 
us here at Anglicare Victoria, 
with increasing demand for our 
services over the holidays and 
the back to school period. Over 
the course of 2016 we placed 
almost 1,000 children with foster 
and kinship carers; provided 

counselling services to over 5,000 families; and 
supported over 3,000 vulnerable parents - all 
thanks to the help of amazing people like you.

At times like this I am particularly grateful for your 
generous donations to the vulnerable children, 
young people and families that need our help.  
On behalf of them I want to thank you for your 
support, and your role in making a difference in  
our community.  

Paul McDonald 
CEO Anglicare Victoria
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On Saturday 17 December, 
Anglicare Victoria hosted its 
annual reunion for heritage clients. 
This was the fifth time we have 
held a Christmas lunch for people 
who spent time as children in any 
of the homes or institutions run 
by Anglicare Victoria’s founding 
missions: the Mission of St James 
and St John, St John’s Home for 
Boys and Girls and the Mission to 
the Streets and Lanes. 

We had a great turnout with over 
40 attendees. For the first time we 
were able to invite a much-loved, 
former superintendent from one  
of the homes, Bob Flavell, whose  
 
 

HERITAGE CLIENTS REUNITE
own children also grew up on the 
property he managed for many 
years, St Pauls Phillip Island. New 
friends were made and some 
old friends reunited with a group 
of ‘old boys’ from St Paul’s and 
Bob gathering around for a ‘team 
photo’ at end of the day. Much fun 
was had by all with commitments 
from the attendees to come back 
next year.

“It is such an important event for 
us as an agency to reflect on our 
past, and to acknowledge the work 
of the former missions in caring 
for vulnerable kids. 

Many of our heritage clients look 
forward to the opportunity all 
year to share memories and a 
Christmas meal with old friends,” 
said Eithne Donlon, Acting Director 
of Quality at Anglicare Victoria. 

2017  
ENTERTAINMENT 
BOOK 
Anglicare Victoria is pleased 
to be selling the 2017 
Entertainment Book – now 
available to pre order! 

For any enquiries please 
contact Kristine Pillai on 
9412 6125. 

The bond that holds this 
group together and keeps 
them coming back every 
year is their shared 
experience of spending 
time as children away 
from their families living 
in institutional care.



Introducing Marie

A Gift in your Will can make a real 
difference to a child’s life. 

Help Anglicare Victoria transform the 
futures of children, young people and 
families across Victoria. 

If you would like to talk about 
including a Gift in your Will or if you 
would like further information, please 
contact our Relationship Manager on 
(03) 9412 6197 or by email at  
bequests@anglicarevic.org.au  
or visit our website at  
www.anglicarevic.org.au/bequests.
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Did you have a moment when you 
suddenly realised how much of a 
difference you were making?

I don’t have a specific moment, but 
the work that our staff members do 
in their interventions with clients 
is truly remarkable. From outreach 
with a young person at a turning 
point in their lives, to forensic 
counselling with a career criminal 
with substance abuse issues, or 
supporting a young person who is 
isolated and alone and seeing them 
thrive with our support.

I am proud of the work the teams 
do and the unseen ripple effect 
this has for each individual, their 
families, the community and in turn 
perhaps one day even their children, 
breaking a cycle of negative 
experiences. I feel both proud of and 
privileged to be part of the work  
we do.   

What do you wish other people 
knew about your work with young 
people? 

I think some people feel that this 
generation of young people are 
spoiled or unmotivated, however 
people would think differently 
if they knew some of the stories 
about the young people we work 
with. Their short lives have been so 
harrowing and so deeply moving 
that you realise how much they 

Marie has been working for 
Anglicare Victoria for five years  
and is currently the Team Leader for 
Youth Services in Werribee.

Can you tell us a little about your 
role at Anglicare Victoria?

I support staff members in their 
work with various young clients 
and ensure that their interactions 
are acknowledged, and that the 
programs and collaborations run 
smoothly. We reflect on the work 
that we do to empower clients, 
connect them to family and 
community, and guide them towards 
their goals. 

IMAGINE P.3

need meaningful engagement, 
the listening, acknowledgement, 
advocacy, guidance and respect, to 
help them build resilience and self-
worth.

What would you tell someone about 
why they should support Anglicare 
Victoria? 

All the positive difference that the 
donors and volunteers make happen 
with their support is very real in the 
lives of our clients. I have seen it 
myself; the tears of gratitude from 
someone getting the support they 
need, the turnaround when a client 
starts their first job, the emotional 
thank you phone calls from 
parents who thought they lost their 
relationship with their child and are 
now hopeful again. 

What do you do when you aren’t 
working? 

My husband Tom and I and our 
two daughters have the usual busy 
family life - juggling family, work 
and school. We like to caravan and 
take off to the countryside, let the 
kids explore while we all unwind 
and get back to nature. 

A GIFT THAT WILL CHANGE LIVES



 Cheque/Money Order enclosed 
 (made payable to: ANGLICARE VICTORIA)

My details are

  Please debit my credit card

     VISA               MASTERCARD                  AMEX                DINERS

Card Number

Expiry

Card Holder's Name

Card Holder’s Signature

Name:

Address:

Phone:     DOB:

Email:

- - - -  /  - - - -  /  - - - -  /  - - - -

- -  /  - - 

Donation Option

Payment Details

 Please send me information about becoming a regular  
 monthly giver
 Please send me information about leaving a gift in my Will to 
 Anglicare Victoria 
 I have already left a gift in my Will to Anglicare Victoria

Please post to:  
Paul McDonald, CEO of Anglicare Victoria
PO Box 45 Abbotsford VIC 3067

Alternatively you can:
Donate online at www.anglicarevic.org.au
Phone 1800 809 722 to donate

Anglicare values your privacy. Please 
contact our Database Officer,  
on 9412 6136, to find out how we manage 
your personal information.

Yes, I want to give young people like 
Kiera a chance at a bright future

2017

Please accept my monthly gift of:

 $20 can help a foster child join a community  
sports club

 $80 can provide tutoring for a foster child

 My choice of $   

Please accept my single gift of:

 $75 can pay for a counselling session to help a child  
recover from abuse

 $150 can cover a day’s residential care for a child  
without a birth or foster family

         My choice of $   

THANK 
YOU



Kiera’s  
Story

Kiera was placed in state care when she was 
just three months old. She was removed from 
her parents care along with her two brothers 
because she was dying from a severe case of 
malnourishment. “One of my older brothers and 
I were ‘heroin babies’, we were found abandoned 
and starving,” Kiera says. Kiera was moved 
around different residential care units and foster 
homes for many years. She was not able to form 
friendships.  

Fortunately, Kiera was finally placed into a good 
home where she was loved and cared for. Her foster 
carers were able to provide her with the support 
she needed to regain hope. 

 
Kiera moved into independent living last year 
when she turned 17. She has a Diploma in 
Community Services and she is currently studying 
for a Dual Diploma in Mental Health and Alcohol 
and Other Drugs. 

While Kiera is now on her way to a bright future, 
there are still many vulnerable young people who 
need your help today. 

Please donate today to help give young people like 
Kiera a chance at a bright future.  

“My foster parents were my 
saving grace. I felt like the 
sky opened up and I was 
finally able to smile and 
be free from the heartache 
of knowing my family 
couldn’t take care of me.” 
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ANGLICARE VICTORIA 
ARE EXCITED TO 
ANNOUNCE THE 
RETURN OF ALTITUDE 
SHIFT TO 535 BOURKE 
STREET IN APRIL 2017  
Registrations are open and we are 
seeking 200 brave participants 
to Test Their Nerve through 
this exciting fundraising 
challenge that will culminate 
in the exhilarating experience 
of abseiling down a Melbourne 
skyscraper.

Sign up as an individual or as 
part of a team and join adventure-
seekers, fundraisers and 
Anglicare Victoria supporters for 
this once in a lifetime experience 
on Friday 28 or Saturday 29 April 
2017 and support young people 
living in care. 

For more information visit  
www.altitudeshift.org.au or call 
our team on 9412 6148. 

TRANSFORM  
A LIFE:  
FOSTER CARERS 
NEEDED
For the first time in Australia,  
an evidence-based, internationally 
successful foster care program 
is providing an alternative to 
residential care and getting kids 
with problem behaviours back to a 
stable family life. 

The Treatment Foster Care Oregon 
(TFCO) program delivers intensive 
support to the child, foster carer and 
birth family and has demonstrated 
success in making it possible for 
children to settle into a stable 
family environment.

Foster carers in TFCO are given 
specialist training and are closely 
guided and supervised by a 
professional team as they help a 
foster child for the six- nine month 
program.

To find out how you can join this 
pioneering program as a TFCO 
foster carer and truly transform 
lives, contact Maree on  
0488 350 015 or 03 9412 6154 
Maree.Italiano@anglicarevic.org.au.

Attention Thrill 
Seekers!

For the clients who Anglicare Victoria serve

Father, you understand the pain, struggles and 
loneliness that people experience. We bring to you the 
people for whom we care. We think of children without 
safe homes, teenagers needing guidance and support, 
struggling families, parents wanting to improve their 
parenting skills, people that are homeless, in prison, 
or can’t afford food, accommodation or the bare 
necessities. 

 
 

PRAYER POINTS
For the donors that support Anglicare Victoria 

Father, you understand the extent of need across 
our community and the resources required to allow 
everyone to enjoy the basics of life. Much is expected 
from us, as we have been given much ourselves. 
We remember with thanks all the donors that 
work in partnership along with clubs, agencies and 
governments that provide support to Anglicare Victoria. 
Thank you for the donations of food, materials, money 
and time that enables this important work to continue. 

BECAUSE  
OF YOU
Thanks to you and other 
generous donors, the 2016 
Anglicare Victoria Toy and 
Food Appeal supplied over 
10,500 toys to children in 
need and 1,100 food hampers 
to families in the lead up to 
Christmas. 

One of our biggest results to 
date, this enormous volume 
was achieved through 
generous donations from 
donors, local parishes, 
schools and businesses, as 
well as the dedicated support 
of our fantastic corporate 
volunteers. Thank you to 
everyone that helped us 
spread festive cheer. 


