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for Children
Cardinia
Communities for Children (CfC) provides a platform for an integrated response by all levels of government, child,
family, universal and tertiary services, to deliver positive and sustainable outcomes within Cardinia Shire for all
children, with a focus on vulnerable ‘at risk’ children and families. The CfC Cardinia programs are outlined below.
For further information please contact Cardinia CfC, Pakenham Victoria (03) 9781 6700 or email
cfc_southern@anglicarevic.org.au.

_______________________________________________________
School Attendance Support Program
The School Attendance Support Program aims to develop and maintain collaborative
relationships with primary schools within Cardinia Shire, whilst engaging families about
their children’s education, addressing school non-attendance.
For further information call 5945 3900

_______________________________________________________
Hills Community Strengthening Initiative
Hill’s Community Strengthening Initiative offers supported playgroups, after school
program, mentoring program and family support for the children and families in the Hills
area of Cardinia.
For further information contact Lynda on 5968 8459

_______________________________________________________
Library Has Legs
Library has Legs Cardinia visits family homes in the Cardinia Shire region where parents
may have concerns about literacy and school readiness.
For further information contact Jo-Anne on 5940 6200 or 0409 356 967

_______________________________________________________
Positive Horizons Volunteer Program
Positive Horizons carefully matches trained Volunteer Mentors to provide support and
friendship for families within their own community.
To find out more about Volunteering, or if you are a parent or child
requiring support, please contact Claire on 8796 0000

_______________________________________________________
Engaging Families
Engaging Families offers Care and Recovery and individual or family Counselling to
improve the health and wellbeing of families impacted by family violence with co-morbid
factors of substance use or mental health issues.
To make a referal call Counselling Intake on 9705 3200
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Communities for Children provides a platform for an integrated response by all levels of government, child,
family, universal and tertiary services, to deliver positive and sustainable outcomes within Cardinia Shire
Funded by the Federal Government since 2010, Communities
for Children (CfC) Cardinia identifies the gaps in services for the
most vulnerable children (aged 0 -12 years) and their families
in our community and funds programs to address community
needs. (see pro-grams over page)
CfC Cardinia sees the child at the centre of their world with
supports wrapped around to offer the best opportunities for
growth and development. (The Ecology of Human
Development, Broffenbrenner, 1979).
The Program works in a Community of Practice with
community agencies, services, government, education and
community groups to identify issues of concerns and develop
collaborations to meet community needs.
Family Violence was identified as a concern in the local
community, as a result the Cardinia Family Violence Network
was established in 2013. White Ribbon Day has been growing
in Cardinia since 2011 through the work of the Network. The
Clothesline Project was launched in 2015 and includes the
local police, community groups, primary and secondary
schools and early learning centres.
Other initiaitves CfC has been involved in
include the Community Food Project in the
Hills region of Cardinia Shire which was
established to address Food Insecurity in the
community; the Father-inclusive Practice Network and the Engaging Dads Forum which
arose out of the need for parenting support,
particularly for fathers; and other initiatives
concerning mental health, education, and
alcohol and drugs which have been actioned
through CfC Partnership meetings and special
forums. CfC also delivers annual Speed Dating
Forums which offers agencies, services,
businesses, government and comunity groups
an opportunity to network and develop
partnerships. The weekly CfC enews also keeps
locals informed of parenting groups, events
and trainings available regionally.
If you live or work in Cardinia Shire and you
have a concern for vulnerable and ‘at risk’
children and families, you are welcome to join
the CfC Cardinia Partnership and contribute
to long-lasting sustainable outcomes for
children in Cardinia Shire.

